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SUBJECT: LEBANON SITUATION 


Message Text 


1 . ACTION ADDRESSEES SHOULD SEEK EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY TO 
DISCUSS OUR CONCERNS REGARDING DETERIORATING SITUATION IN 
LEBANON WITH APPROPRIATE HOST GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. WE 
HOPE THEY WILL USE THEIR INFLUENCE WITH SYRIA TO HELP 
BRING ABOUT A CEASEFIRE IMMEDIATELY AND AN END TO SERIES 
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OF CONFRONTATIONS, BOTH FOR HUMANITARIAN REASONS AND IN 
ORDER TO FORESTALL ESCALATION INVOLVING ISRAEL. 

2. IN APPROACHING HOST GOVERNMENTS, POSTS SHOULD MAKE THE 
FOLLOWING POINTS: 

- USG IS CONCERNED OVER RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN LEBANON 
AND SIGNIFICANT DETERIORATION IN SECURITY SITUATION. 

THESE CLEARLY CARRY POSSIBILITY OF WIDER CONFLICT. 

CLASHES LAST WEEKEND BETWEEN SYRIAN ADF FORCES AND 
MARONITE MILITIAS IN THE NORTHERN PART OF MOUNT LEBANON 
WERE ESPECIALLY DANGEROUS. THESE INCIDENTS REPRESENT GEO- 
GRAPHICAL EXTENSION OF CONFRONTATION BETWEEN SYRIANS AND 
MARONITES AND HAVE RESULTED IN SYRIAN MILITARY OPERATIONS 
WITHIN TRADITIONAL CHRISTIAN MOUNT LEBANON HEARTLAND. 

IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT MARONITE PROVOCATIONS WERE 
INVOLVED IN UNFOLDING EVENTS, BUT SUBSEQUENT SYRIAN 
OPERATION COULD BE INTERPRETED AS EFFORT TO DRIVE WEDGES 
INTO CHRISTIAN AREA AND SO DISADVANTAGE MILITIAS 
MILITARILY IN PREPARATION FOR FURTHER ASSAULTS DEEPER 
INTO MARONITE HEARTLAND. IN ADDITION TO RENDERING MANY 
FLEEING INHABITANTS HOMELESS AND SOWING SOME PANIC, 

THERE HAVE BEEN WIDESPREAD ALLEGATIONS THAT SYRIANS MAY 
NOW, ONCE AND FOR ALL, HAVE DECIDED TO CRUSH MARONITE 
MILITIAS MILITARILY. THIS WOULD, IF TRUE, REPRESENT A 
MAJOR CHANGE IN WHAT THE SYRIANS HAVE REPEATEDLY SAID IS 
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THEIR POLICY. 

- FOLLOWING THE EVENTS IN THE NORTH AND PROBABLY AS AN 
OUTGROWTH OF THEM, THERE HAS BEEN A RESURGENCE OF SYRIAN 
MARONITE CLASHES IN BEIRUT, WHICH HAS BEEN REASONABLY 
QUIET FOR ALMOST THREE WEEKS. THIS COMBINATION OF 
EVENTS HAS RAISED TENSIONS GREATLY. 

- HOST GOVERNMENTS WILL BE AWARE THAT ISRAELI CONCERN, 
ATTRIBUTING WORST POSSIBLE MOTIVES TO SYRIANS, HAS 
MOUNTED OVER RECENT DAYS. ISRAELIS HAVE COMMUNICATED TO 
US PRIVATELY SUSPICIONS AND CONCERNS THAT SITUATION 
COULD EVOLVE TO POINT WHERE THEY WOULD FEEL COMPELLED 
TO BECOME MORE INVOLVED THAN THEY ARE NOW. INGREDIENTS, 
THEREFORE, ARE ALL PRESENT FOR POTENTIAL WIDENING OF 
CONFLICT. 

- USG IS IN CLOSE CONTACT REGARDING SITUATION NOT ONLY 
WITH LEBANESE BUT WITH SYRIAN AND ISRAELI GOVERNMENTS. 

WE HAVE INFORMED SYRIANS URGENTLY OF OUR VIEW OF THE 
DANGER OF THE SITUATION AND IMPRESSED UPON SYRIANS OUR 
JUDGMENT THAT ALL POSSIBLE SHOULD BE DONE TO DEFUSE 
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SITUATION. WE HAVE EXPRESSED OUR VIEW THAT SYRIA, WHILE 
NOT SOLELY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE TENSE SITUATION IN 
LEBANON, SHOULD IN A CREDIBLE WAY ALLAY GROWING SUS- 
PICIONS IN VARIOUS QUARTERS THAT IT INTENDS TO DOMINATE 
LEBANON. IF ITS OBJECTIVES IN LEBANON REMAIN TO SUPPORT 
THE SARKIS GOVERNMENT'S UNIFYING POLICIES AND PROVIDE 
SECURITY UNTIL THE GOL IS ABLE TO ASSUME THIS FUNCTION, 

THEN IT SHOULD TAKE STEPS THAT CONVINCE THE DOUBTERS. 

WITH ALL GOVERNMENTS, WE HAVE CONTINUED TO URGE THAT 
THEY EXERCISE RESTRAINT AND USE WHAT INFLUENCE THEY HAVE 
TO HALT MILITARY CONFRONTATIONS AND PERMIT THE SARKIS 
GOVERNMENT TO UNDERTAKE POLITICAL EFFORTS TO RESOLVE THE 
UNDERLYING CAUSES OF THE FIGHTING. 
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- WE ARE SEEKING COOPERATION AND SUPPORT FOR THESE ACTIONS 
FROM HOST GOVERNMENTS. WE BELIEVE WE SHARE A DEEP 
INTEREST IN FORESTALLING A WIDER CONFLICT IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST AND ASSURING THAT THE CLIMATE IN THE REGION BEFORE 
AND DURING THE FORTHCOMING TALKS ON MIDDLE EAST PEACE AT 
CAMP DAVID DOES NOT DISTRACT THE PARTICIPANTS FROM THE 
PROGRESS WE HOPE TO ACHIEVE. WE BELIEVE HOST GOVERNMENT 
COULD MAKE GREATEST CONTRIBUTION AT THIS TIME THROUGH 
APPROPRIATE APPROACH TO THE SARG, EXPRESSING 
CONCERN RE LEBANON AND ASKING SYRIA TO MAKE ALL-OUT 
MAJOR EFFORT TO BRING ABOUT CEASEFIRE. WE WOULD APPRE- 
CIATE RECEIVING HOST GOVERNMENT'S APPRAISAL OF SYRIAN 
INTENTIONS, IF POSSIBLE FOLLOWING DISCUSSION OF MATTER 
WITH SARG AUTHORITIES. CHRISTOPHER 
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